
 

13-2/18 Improving Position of Ball by Bending Boundary Fence 
 
Q. Part of a boundary fence is bowed towards the course so that it is inside the out of bounds line formed by the 
fence posts. A player’s ball comes to rest against this part of the fence. Decision 24/4 states that the player is not 
entitled to drop the ball away from the fence under Rule 24-2b. May the player push back the bowed section of 
the fence to obtain a measure of relief? 
 
A. No. Such action would be a breach of Rule 13-2, which prohibits improving the position or lie of his ball or the 
area of his intended stance or swing by moving or bending anything fixed (including objects defining out of 
bounds). 

Part of Boundary Fence Within Boundary Line — See 24/4. 

 
24/4 Part of Boundary Fence Within Boundary Line 
 
Q. Part of a boundary fence is bowed towards the course so that it is inside the boundary line formed by the 
fence posts. A player’s ball comes to rest against this part of the fence. Is the player entitled to relief under Rule 
24-2b?  
 
A. No. A fence defining out of bounds is not an obstruction even if part of it is inside the boundary line formed by 
the fence posts — see Definitions of “Obstructions” and “Out of Bounds.”  

Improving Position of Ball by Bending Boundary Fence — See 13-2/18. 

Displaced Boundary Stake — See 33-2a/20. 

 
33-2a/20 Displaced Boundary Stake 
 
Q. A boundary stake has fallen down, or has been removed without authority of the Committee. The stake is 
lying several feet from the hole in which it had been situated. It is obvious that the stake had been displaced. 
 
A player’s ball comes to rest in bounds near the hole in which the boundary stake had been situated. The ball is 
in such a position that, if the boundary stake were reinstalled, it would interfere with the player’s swing. 
 
Is the player required to replace the stake before playing his next stroke? 
 
A. No. If a boundary fence or stake is leaning towards the course and as a result interferes with a player’s swing, 
the player is not allowed to straighten the fence or the stake — see Decision 13-2/18. It follows that, if a 
boundary fence or stake is leaning away from the course, the player is not allowed to straighten it. 
A displaced boundary stake is a movable obstruction. Therefore, the player may replace it but he is not required 
to do so. 


